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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The 150' by 190' lot, situated on the north-
west corner of Douglas Boulevard, is almost completely covered by the orange brick
structure. From the start the function of the building was seen as distinctively
urban, in contrast to the earlier settlement at Taylor and Lytle Streets, a former
convent. The predecessor building was situated on a park-like site.

The 1927 J.P.I, building is three stories in height, set upon a high limestone
basement. The main formal entrance on Douglas, -Boulevard, ..south' facade, is made up

of three two story arches; within the two story arcade are located three double
doors, originally copper though only the classical details of dentils and pediments

survive. The arched windows above the doors contain the Star of David. Other re-

ligious symbols have been incorporated into the Moorish style capitals of the col-

umns in the arches. The secondary entrance, on St. Louis Avenge, is also limestone

though the design is simpler. The primary purpose of the latter entrance is sepa-

ration of crowds entering the athletic facilities and auditqrium which are located

in the north portion of the building.

The fenestration pattern on the second and third stories is joined by a series

of rounded arches. The spandrels between these floors are of copper and decorated

In a simple abstract pattern. The capitals from which the arches spring are, like

those on the first floor, decorated in a flat curvelinear pattern containing reli-

gious motifs..,. ..-,„
,_,_ ;."[•.:; .:.;;

The parapet * s ornamental with glazed polychrome terra-.cptta
:

tile, medallions

of abstract design and ornamental brickwork. A portion of the east parapet has been

rebuilt in a cream colored brick. Behind the parapet, on the fourth level, is lo-

cated the outdoor dancing pavilion/ theatre,., promenade and, three classrooms..

The floor plan of the building reveals its various functions; unhappily a fire

which occurred in the lobby area in the late 1960s has destroyed the ornamental work

on the ceiling and the frescoes. The building contains an 800 seat auditorium,

swimming pool, locker and shower rooms, library, kitchen and dining room, laborato-

ries, a lecture hall, and various classrooms. The 1955 adaptive-use by the Chicago

Board of Education seems to be successful and complete.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The architectural- design -of -the- Jewish People's Institute building is distin-
guished more for its adaptability and utility than by the name of the architectural
firm of Grunsfeld and Klaber. Shortly after construction the building was reported
to be one of the largest and most complete of its type in the world. The architects
benefited from1 the practical knowledge of the staff of the' Institute, as these men
and women were able to clearly set goals and requirements for the design. This
settlement house is distinguished, in particular, for its completeness in utility
and adaptability within the confines of an urban site.

The primary significance of The Jewish People's Institute building lies in the
area of social/humanitarian activity. The charter of The Chicago Hebrew Institute
predecessor to the J.P.I. , states the following goal:

"...The promotion of education, civic training, moral and physical cul-
ture, the amelioration of the condition and social advancement of ' the
Jewish resident. ..and of maintaining and conducting for that purpose
schools,' libraries, laboratories, reading classes and club rooms, "

gymnasium(s) , music and lecture halls..."

To this-£oal' the- J. P-.I'.- m^anlsatforfand 1 building served as many as 1 287 916
people in the year 1933.

The Chicago Hebrew institute was incorporated in 1903 as a not-for-profit so-cial service- organization. Prior to this, the first attempt to organize a Jewishcommunity center in Chicago was in 1892 when a group of wealthy Jews met at HullHouse with Jane Addams to organize the short-lived Maxwell Street' Center The
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ebre" In6titute was Prompted by concern of the establishedGerman-Jewish community for the large population of Russian Jews arriving in theUnited States due to the pogroms of persecution undertaken in Russia in the last two
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The JeWlSh coramunitv «nter movement is unique In the

intt? f\l f ?
tateS; " SUCh instituti™ existed in the Old World. Theintent of this particular community center was to meet the desires and aspirationsof a people transplanted in a new environment; the emphasis was put upon educationand adjustment of the individual, while maintaining the basic values of Judaism"
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rtun"leB available through the J.P.I, were always exten-

di% p t *
i»P°rtant education offered was to the newly arrived immigrant.The J.P.I, was oftentimes the first institutional contact made in the New World.Courses were offered in English and citizenship; the J.P.I, maintained a Natural-ization Bureau for those qualified for citizenship. Services offered for the newlyarrived and the existing community included classes in music and art, athletic fa-cilities and the Herzliah Hebrew School (one of the first year-round schools of its
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type). Classes offered to the community at large were: dancing, athletics, dramat-
ics, domestic science; the evening school granted accredited courses and degrees in
grade and high school for those earning a living for their families during the day.
Prompted by the closing of the city's Crane Junior College, the J.P.I, opened the
fully accredited People' s Junior College during the Depression. Classes were open
to the general public for the modest sura of $50 per semester.

Facilities of the J.P.I, building included game rooms, a swimming pool, a

theatre, a restaurant and bartar shop. The roof garden, designed as an open air
theatre and social area, served as a playground for the school and as a recreational
(summer) school for children aged four to twelve.

Backers and alumni of the Jewish People's Institute:

Kate Levy, M.D. : professional medicine at Northwestern University and
teacher at J.P.I.

Julius Rosenwald: of Sears, Roebuck & Company and early financial backer.
Theodore Regensteiner: of the Regensteiner Press.
Maurice Goldblatt: merchant
Jacob M. Arvey: polititian
Philip L. Seman: lawyer and director of J.P.I. , 1913-1945
Maurice L. Rothchild: merchant
Abraham Lincoln Marovitz: attorney
Leo Rosten: author and former teacher at J.P.I.

The Jewish People's Institute was designed in 1926 and completed in 1927;

the architects were Grunsfeld and Klaber.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The property is 150' x 190' and is located in D.Goodwin Sub of NW^ of

NE% of sections 23, 39, & 13, block 5, lots 48, 47, 46, 45, and part

of 44.
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